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REMEMBER YOUR MERCIES, O LORD

Again this week our scripture readings invite us to reflect on 
God’s mercy.  God is in the business of saving souls, not 
condemning them.  In the verses just before today’s First Reading, 
God says that a wicked person who converts at the end of life will 
live.  Then God says:  “Do I indeed derive any pleasure from the 
death of the wicked? says the Lord GOD.  Do I not rather rejoice 
when he turns from his evil way that he may live?” (Ezekiel 
18:23)  Then God goes on to say that a virtuous person who turns 
to sin at the end of life shall die.  It is at this point that today’s 
First Reading begins with the cry:  The LORD’s way is not fair!”  
To this God replies:  “Is it my way that is unfair, or rather, are not 
your ways unfair?”

Every sin is in some way an act of disobedience.  Like 
obedience, it is our free choice.  God respects the sovereignty of 
our free will.  This is why even the virtuous man who turns to sin 
at the end of life will die.  This is not God’s will; it is the man’s 
will.  God’s will is expressed in the plea to sinners found in the 
final verses of the chapter from which today’s First Reading is 
taken:  “Cast away from you all the crimes you have committed, 
and make for yourselves a new heart and a new spirit.  Why 
should you die, O house of Israel?  For I have no pleasure in the 
death of anyone who dies, says the Lord GOD.  Return and 
live!” (Ezekiel 18:31-32)

Thank God that he will be our judge on Judgment Day.  
Recall the conclusion of the parable of the lost sheep:  “There will 
be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 
ninety-nine righteous people who have no need of 
repentance.” (Luke 15:7)  What does God have to do that he has 
not done?  Saint Paul ponders this when he asks:  “He who did not 
spare his own Son but handed him over for us all, how will he not 
also give us everything else along with him?” (Romans 8:32)  The 
humble obedience of Jesus “to the point of death, even death on a 
cross,” mentioned in today’s Second Reading, is to be the model 
for us all:  “Have in you the same attitude that is also in Christ 
Jesus.”  Today’s Responsorial Psalm concludes with this fitting 
prayer:  “Good and upright is the LORD; thus he shows sinners the 
way.  He guides the humble to justice, and teaches the humble his 
way.”

Monday, September  29
Feast of Michael, Gabriel, & 

Raphael, Archangels
6:30 am Mass (Jerome Blaschke)
8:00 am Mass (Intention of Don 

Harris)
12:10 pm Mass (Donald Monsoor)

Tuesday, September 30
Memorial of St. Jerome

6:30 am Mass (Fritz M. Schroeder)
8:00 am Mass (John Whalen)
12:10 pm Mass (Lawrence 

Kaufmann)
1:00 pm Cathedral Book Club, 

Library-Conference Room

Wednesday, October 1
Memorial of St. Thérèse of the 

Child Jesus
6:30 am Mass (Charles & Louise 

Burchell)
8:00 am Mass (Souls in Purgatory)

9:00 am Mass for Blessed 
Sacrament School,

Blessed Sacrament Church
9:00 am Liturgy at Cathedral 

School
12:05 pm Prayer for Peace

12:10 pm Mass (Deceased Members 
of the Hare Family)

6:00-8:00 pm RCIA,
Library-Conference Room

7:00 pm Men’s Club,
Gathering Area

Thursday, October 2
Memorial of the Guardian Angels
6:30 am Mass (Lawrence & Marie 

Hauser)
8:00 am Mass (George Meyer)

12:10 pm Mass (Leatrice Martin)
6:30-9:00 pm Bible Study,
Library-Conference Room

Friday, October 3
First Friday

6:30 am (Intention of Tom Mlsna)
8:00 am (Jacob & Barbara Ritter)

12:10 pm Mass (Souls in Purgatory)

12:40-5:10 pm Eucharistic 
Adoration, Blessed Sacrament 

Chapel
5:10 pm Latin Mass (Intention of the 

Harold Jambois Family)

Saturday, October 4
Memorial of St. Francis of Assisi

First Saturday
6:30 am Mass (Jerome Blaschke)
8:00 am Mass (Stop Abortion & 

Support Family Life)
5:10 pm Mass (Robert Burgmaier)

Sunday, October 5
Respect Life Sunday

Twenty-seventh Sunday
in Ordinary Time

7:00 am Mass (George, Florence & 
Rita Fried & Jerry Bendel)

8:30 am Mass (James Davis)
10:30 am Mass (Don & Edith 

Schneider)
5:10 pm Mass (Intention of the 

Parish Family)
*****

Wedding Banns
Please pray for the following 
couples completing preparation for 
marriage: Kevin O’Halloren & Jane 
Perpich, 12:30 pm, October 18; and 
Jesse Ames & Tamara Mauer, 3:00 
pm, October 18.

*****
This Week’s Readings

Mon: Revelation 12:7-12a;
John 1:47-51.

Tue: Job 3:1-3, 11-17, 20-23;
Luke 9:51-56.

Wed: Job 9:1-12, 14-16;
Luke 9:57-62.

Thu: Exodus 23:20-23;
Matthew 18:1-5,10.

Fri: Job 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5;
Luke 10:13-16.

Sat: Job 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-16;
Luke 10:17-24.

Sun: Isaiah 5:1-7;
Philippians 4:6-9;
Matthew 21:33-43.
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Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Dear Cathedral Parishioners,

Last weekend we conducted the election of representatives 
to the parish pastoral council.  Dr. Arthur Barbier, Nicholas 
Lichter, Joseph Schams and Amy Wettstein were elected to serve 
a two-year term.  Thanks to them for accepting this 
responsibility; and to Jonathan McKenzie, Peter Sayner and 
Kristine Wirkus for their willingness to serve, had they been 
elected.  Thanks to Jonathan McKenzie and Dennis Montabon, 
who have completed their terms, for their faithful service on the 
council.

We had a very nice parish picnic last Sunday.  The weather 
was perfect and there was good attendance.  We were able to 
meet some new parishioners.  Andy and Ralph Wettstein did a 
great job cooking the meat and there was plenty of food besides.  
Thanks to all who contributed to this enjoyable afternoon.

With the general election just over a month away, Catholic 
citizens, like all citizens, need to be conscientious voters.  There 
are always issues which have moral implications and Catholics 
need to take these into account when deciding how to cast their 
votes.  The bishops of the dioceses in Wisconsin have published 
a series of bulletin inserts to inform the state’s Catholics of the 
moral values that ought to be considered.  An insert will be 
included in our bulletin each week until the weekend before the 
election.  Today’s insert, the second in the series, reflects on the 
moral priorities identified in a document from the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops entitled Forming Consciences 
for Faithful Citizenship:  A Call to Political Responsibility.  
More resources are available at our diocesan web site, 
<www.dioceseoflacrosse.com>.

Next Sunday, October 5, if you want to take a drive in the 
country, my home parish of Saint Philip, near Rolling Ground, is 
holding its annual Roast Beef Dinner and Bazaar, serving from 
11:00 until 2:30.  The church is one mile east of Rolling Ground 
on STH 171, just east of its intersection with USH 61 in 
Crawford County.  You will also be in the area of the Gays Mills 
apple orchards with apples of many varieties for sale.  So after 
the dinner, take 171 west through the apple orchards, buy some 
apples, then continue on 171 to STH 35 and return to La Crosse 
via the river road.  It will be a scenic drive, if the weather’s nice.

Pray the rosary this week for people along the Gulf Coast 
who have experienced devastation from recent hurricanes, for 
those working to assist them, for farmers working to gather the 
fall harvest and, as always, pray for peace.

May God bless his people with peace.
Father Gorman

A GRAIN OF WHEAT

IN SYMPATHY
Please pray for the repose of the souls of Jerome Blaschke  
and Carol Bauer, who died recently.  May their souls and the 
souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace.  Amen.

FIRST FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3
The First Friday of October occurs this week on Friday,    
October 3.  Father Gorman and Sue Gilbert will be making 
their Communion calls at their usual times this Friday.       
Adoration will be held Friday afternoon from after the 12:10 
Mass until Benediction after the 5:10 Latin Mass.  Can you 
give ½ hour?  This month the Latin Mass will be celebrated 
according to the extraordinary (1962) form.

CATHEDRAL BOOK CLUB
Everyone is invited and welcome to join the Cathedral Book 
Club on Tuesday, September 30, at 1:00 pm, in the                     
Library-Conference Room, to view the movie The Shoes of 
the Fisherman, based on Morris West’s 1963 novel.  The 
Cathedral Book Club will soon have a bookmark available 
outlining the different books that they will be reading and 
films that will be viewed over the next few months.

ADORATION FOR VOCATIONS
All ages are invited to an hour of Adoration for Vocations on 
Monday, October 6, from 7:00 to 8:00 pm, followed by a  
social and ice cream.  Adoration is held in the crypt chapel of 
the Diocesan Center.  Call 788-3938 with any questions.

MARIAN CATECHIST FIRST SATURDAY
Marian Catechist First Saturday gathering and devotions for 
October will be at the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe,   
October 4, with a 9:30 am Presentation on Our Lady by Fr. 
Peter Damian Fehlner of the Franciscans of the Immaculate 
and Rector of the Shrine.  At 10:30 the Rosary will be recited, 
followed by Holy Mass at 11:00.  Fr. Fehlner’s talk will be in 
the Crypt of the Shrine Church.  All are welcome to attend.  
For more information contact the Marian Catechist office at 
782-0011.

OCTOBER CATHEDRAL YOUTH GROUP OUTING
We invite all Cathedral youth, grades 9-12, to meet at 1:45 pm 
on Sunday, October 5, at the Blessed Sacrament parking lot 
(at the corner of Losey Blvd. and King).  After a short prayer 
we will walk or drive to Crowley and Losey and position     
ourselves there for the La Crosse Life Chain 2008.  With signs 
in hand, we will witness publicly, among many others, to the 
sanctity of human life; in particular, at this event we will  
witness to our belief that abortion is morally wrong.  After 
this, at 3:00 pm, we will drive to the Pearl for free ice cream, 
compliments of the Cathedral!  We will finish at the Pearl at 
about 3:45-4:00.  Youth participating in this event are 
responsible for arranging their own transportation.  Those         
intending to be present are required to have a release form 
signed by a parent or guardian.  Forms may be picked up at 
the Cathedral Rectory.

MASS INTENTIONS
There are many Mass intentions immediately available in   
October.  Call 782-0322 to schedule your Mass intentions.
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Cathedral Staff
The Most Reverend Jerome E. Listecki, Bishop of La Crosse
Father Michael J. Gorman, Rector
Father Todd A. Mlsna, In Residence
Joseph A. Richards, Deacon
John Stellflue, Cathedral School Principal
Dr. Brian W. Luckner, Director of Sacred Music
Charlotte Nesseth, Liturgy Coordinator
Carole Edland, D. Min., R.N., RCIA Coordinator & Parish Health 

Ministry Director
Sue Gilbert, Pastoral Minister
Edward Jones, Secretary
Mark Koehne, Youth Minister
Fred McGovern, Director of Maintenance

Telephones
All Parish Offices, 530 Main Street, La Crosse, WI 54601; (608)
782-0322 • Maintenance Office Ext. 229 • RCIA Office Ext. 230 • 
Liturgy Office Ext. 231 • Music Office Ext. 232 • Church Kitchen 
Ext. 233 • Deacon 788-3938 • Pastoral Ministry Office 796-9016 •
Fax 782-8228 • School 782-5998 • CCS Offices 784-8585 • 
Catholic Charities 782-0710

Liturgy
Sunday Masses: Saturday, 5:10 pm; Sunday, 7:00, 8:30, 10:30 
am; 5:10 pm.
Weekday Masses: 6:30, 8:00 am; 12:10 pm.  No 12:10 pm Mass
on Saturdays.
Holy Day Masses: (Non-holidays) 5:10 pm (evening before);
6:30, 8:00 am; 12:10, 5:10 pm.
Sacrament of Penance: Weekdays, 7:30 and 11:30 am. Saturdays, 
7:30 am; 4:00-5:00 pm.
First Friday Devotions: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is 
held each First Friday after the 12:10 pm Mass until devotions and 
benediction after the 5:10 pm Latin Mass.

Sacraments
Baptism: Parents may request the baptism of their infants at least 
two months prior to the anticipated date of baptism.  The baptism 
of infants is ordinarily celebrated on Sundays at 12:00 noon.  To 
request baptism, please call 782-0322.  A class for parents is 
required.

Marriage: Couples who want to request the celebration of the 
Sacrament of Marriage should contact the rector at the time of 
formal engagement or at least six months prior to the anticipated 
date of marriage.  In the case of a mixed marriage, the non-
Catholic party must arrange to receive instructions about the 
Catholic faith prior to the celebration of the wedding. Weddings
are not ordinarily celebrated during Lent.

Anointing of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have been 
sick for a long period of time should receive the Sacrament of the 
Sick and Holy Communion.  Please call the parish office to make 
arrangements.

Services
The Cathedral School and Aquinas Schools: We are proud of  
our schools and hope families will consider becoming part of the 
Coulee Catholic Schools Family.
Visitation of the Sick: If you become homebound because of 
illness and would like to be visited, please call the parish office.
Bulletin Deadline: The Cathedral Bulletin deadline is 4:00 pm 
each Monday.
New Parishioners: We welcome all new parishioners into our 
parish.  To register, please call to make an appointment at the 
parish office, 782-0322.
Web Sites

Church—http://www.cathedralsjworkman.org
Schools—http://www.couleecatholicschools.org
Deanery—http://www.lacrossedeanery.com
Diocese—http://www.dioceseoflacrosse.com

Common Cloth  Graphic on cover of bulletin is of the Cathedral 
sculpture Common Cloth by Robert T. Leverich

Our featured bulletin sponsor this week isKenneth P. Peterson, 
Attorney-At-Law.  The support of our sponsors makes this bulletin 
possible.  Please support our sponsors.

40 DAYS FOR LIFE CAMPAIGN
Join the local group of the National “40 Days for Life                
Campaign,” which started September 24 and continues through 
November 2, including praying & fasting, and standing on the 
corner of Green Bay Street and South Avenue to pray for an end to 
a b o r t i o n  i n  o u r  c o u n t r y .   S i g n  u p  a t 
<http://40DaysforLifeLaCrosse.blogspot.com>, or email 
<40DaysforLifeLaCrosse@gmail.com>. Call Angie Hansen at 
(715) 302-8758 if you would like to sign up for hours on a Sunday 
or Monday during the above dates; Susan Swanke, (608) 381-4040, 
for a Tuesday or Wednesday; Marianne Pittman, 782-1304, for a 
Thursday or Friday; or Sarah Hamus, (715) 572-6543, for 
Saturdays.  The Lord will bless you for any time you can spare to 
be a voice for the voiceless!

MEN’S CLUB PANCAKE/OMELET BREAKFAST
Mark your calendars!  The Cathedral Men’s Club is hosting a    
pancake/omelet breakfast on Sunday, October 12, serving from 
7:30 am until noon.  Come to Mass and continue to enjoy           
fellowship with a hearty breakfast.  Pancake breakfasts will be 
$3.00 and omelets will be $3.50.  More details to follow in future 
bulletins.

SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE VOLUNTEERS
The Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe is looking for volunteers to 
help with a variety of tasks.  Volunteers are needed any day, for any 
amount of time!  The Shrine staff (not including the restaurant) is 
about seven people.  Help is needed for everything from driving 
golf carts to maintaining the property to stuffing envelopes! Choose 
the hours and days that suit you, and meet new friends while help-
ing make the visits of pilgrims from all over the world a pleasant 
and uplifting experience.  Call the Shrine at (608) 782-5440 and say 
“I want to be a volunteer!”  And thank you from everyone at the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe.

FAITH ALIVE FOR THE YEAR OF ST. PAUL
Would you like to deepen your life of faith, prayer, fellowship and 
love of neighbor?  Then join over 2,000 men and women of the 
Diocese who have participated in the small-group Faith Alive 
program.  Using The Greatest of These Is Love, a new resource 
written by Christopher Ruff, groups of 5-12 parishioners will meet 
once a month for six months, beginning in November, to pray and 
discuss themes from St. Paul’s letters and related materials.  Faith 
Alive Small Group Sign-up forms are available in the Gathering 
Area and may be returned to the Rectory.  The sign-up deadline is 
October 12.

TOTAL ADDRESS QUALITY
Starting in November the United States Postal Service will be   
implementing changes to its mailing process by using “total address 
quality,” which is intended to reduce the volume of undeliverable 
mail.  We cannot stress how important it is that we have your    
current mailing address.  If you have moved recently or plan to 
move soon, please notify us of the address change.  Undeliverable 
mail will cost us $1.42 or more per returned piece of mail.      
Snowbirds, please contact the Rectory at your earliest convenience 
so that we know when to suspend/activate parish mailings and   
contribution envelopes to your home address.  Thank you!


